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A Result of Using the Standard Milk Production in Dairy Herd Health Management
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Goal of dairy herd health management is to optimize the farm production efficiency. The
activities are the cooperation of animal husbandry and veterinary medicine by routine farm visiting. Milk
production is one of the most important data in order to evaluate individual cows and farm production.
Comparisons of milk production efficiencies of individual cows can be done by calculation of standard
milk production. The aim of this study was to report the a result of using the standard milk production
in dairy herd health management. Individual milk productions from 6 farms in Khonkaen province were
recorded. The data were transformed into the value of standard milk production and subsequently calculated
for average standard milk production for each farm. Production indices were calculated by dividing of
standard milk production from each cow by average standard milk production for each farm. These indices
aim to help farmers making decision in culling the low production cows. From 93 cows, an average day
in milk, ranged from day 1 to 543, was 183. Test-day milk yields ranged from 1.6 to 27.4 kg./cow/day.
The standard milk yield ranged from 4.1 to 43 kg. (the average was 16.7 kg.) At tarm level, the standard
milk yield of each farm ranged from 13.1 to 20.8 kg./cow/day. Production indices for all cows were between
0.25 to 2.58. Cows with the index value less than 0.6 should be culled because of low production. These
indices in cooperate with the farmers observation help them having more confidence in culling low
producing cows. Furthermore, an average herd standard milk yield was comparable the production efficiency

between farms.
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