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Incidence of Displacement of the Abomasum in Dairy Cattle and Surgical Correction
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Between July, 1999 and July, 2001, 12 cases of displacement of abomasum (9 right-side
displacement of the abomasum and 3 left-side displacement of the abomasum) were found in practice serving
at the Animal Teaching Hospital, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Khon Kaen University. The cows were
2-13 years old, ten cows were within 60 days post partum (3-60 days), one cow was on day 120 postpartum
and another one was on 60 days before parturition. The incidence of disease occurred throughout the year.
All cows showed clinical signs of dullness, anorexia, drop in milk yeild, soft faeces at beginning and later
hard faeces, often teeth grinding, moderate abdominal discomfort and some had ketosis. They were
suspected as displacement of the abomasum. The diagnosis was confirmed by a resonant ping sound on
simultaneous auscultation and percussion between the 9™ and 12™ ribs upper half of body in diameter
of 10-40 cm. The surgical correction were done immediately after the diagnosis. Omentopexy method of
surgery was used in all cows by fixing the superficial layer of greater omentum with buttom (2 c¢m in
diameter) using supramid suture number 2 USP and punctured through abdominal wall behide xiphoid
cartilage (about 5 c¢m) and then used another buttom to fix outside the abdomen. Eleven cows recovered
2-3 weeks after the operations. One cow with left-side displacement of the abomasum died 2 days after
the operation because she had clinical signs for a long period before operation. Surgical correction done

immediately after the diagnosis resulted to the successful treatment.
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