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The purpose of this study is to identify external parasites often found in guppies sold in Bangkok
Sunday market within six months period. Survey and questionnaires were used to collect information about
fish origin and general data about each fish shop. Ninety guppies of mixed varieties and sex were sampled
from nine shops every week. Laboratory checking for external parasites was done twice on the first day
and seven days later. Fish was anesthetized and checked up under stereomicroscope at 40x magnification,
Then the external parasite differential count was done on five fish of each shop. Remaining fish was kept
in separate glass aquarium without feeding and water changing. Accumulated mortality rate was observed
for 7 days.

The results showed that there were 30 guppy-selling shops in this markeE regardless of fish
selling street vendors. The survey results showed that most of guppies sold in Sunday market were
transported from fish farm located in Bangkok, Nakormnpathom and Ratchaburi. The survey was done
between December 2001 and May 2002. From 1,080 guppies checked up for external parasitic infection,
three kinds of parasites found were monogenic trematodes (40.4%) which was highest in January (10.5%)
and lowest in December (4.0%) Tricodina sp. (5.7%) which was highest in March (1.9%) and lowest in
April (0.4%) and Tetrahymena sp. (1.2%) which was highest in March (0.6%) and lowest (0%) in February
and April. Mortality rates of the fish kept for seven days were 10-60%

Keywords: Guppy. Monogenean, Tetrahymena sp., Tricodina sp.



