ELECTRONIC TRANSMITTERS
BEING INSTALLED IN COWS
by
William J. BAER

—a10 Science Today, The Altoona Mirror, Altoona, PA., Tuesday,

November 30, 1971
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HELENA, Mont. (UPI)-Some Montana cows may soon be going “beep-
beep” instead of “‘moo.”

Electronics Research Laboratory at Montana State Univesity near here
is working on the identification of cattle by small electronic transmitters.

Associate Professor John Hanton of the lab at MSU said it would be
a capsule roughly one inch in diameter and about three inches long.

It would be gently pushed down the calve’s throat shortly after birth.

Hanton said the transmitting capsule would lodge itself in the calve’s
second stomach where it would havh it’'s permanent home.

It wonld send signals which, when read on an inexpensive receiver
from a short distance, would positively identify the animal as coming from a
certain herd and owner.

Each herd and owner, said Hanton, would have a separate and
identifiable signal.

Hanton said the project began last August when the Montana Livestock
Commission complained about the lack of means for apprehending stolen cattle.
In Montana, the losses to cattlemen are listed at $z00,000 to $300,090 annually.
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Hanton said cattle brand inspection wijl be changed if the devices
proves practical,
An inspector will stand by a loading shute with his small receiver
as each animal goes by a particular beeping noise will be heard. When

cifferent tone is heard, the inspecttor will know that a stray is passing
he can mark it with spray paint.

Branding with a hot iron has been the method of identifying cattle
It is time-consuming and the animal does not exactly enjoy it.

For the inspector the brand reading is a laborious business
occasionally a brand has not been applied propérly. More often the ha ‘
has grown over it so that it is necessary for the inspector to clip the hibl
around the brand in order to read it. .

Hanton said this is the first radical change in the identification of
cattle in our western history and he hopes the lab is able to perfect it. .

Electronics Research expects it will know soon just what the mini-
transmitter will cost. But they are certain that it will work. i

The transmitter would lay dormant until it is asked to identify itself ‘ﬁ
with a series of beeps standing for such-and-such number,

Another use could be to track down and follow diseased animals. !

Also, by checking the body temperature through the transmitter it -
would be possible to know when a birth is ready because the body
temperature raises.

Hanton says he is linted right now by a $1,000 dollar grant from the
commission but will continue working on the project for as long as possible.
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