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STREPTOCOCCUS SUIS MENINGITIS IN PIGLETS.
THEIR SEROTYPES AND ZOONOTIC SIGNIFICANCE.
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ABSTRACT

In Thailand, at least 2 patients developed group R meningitis

during the past 3 years. Group R or serotype II Streptococcus suis

has been known to cause menignitis in both humans and swine. 1In 1986

pure
pigle

suis,

cultures of Streptococcus spp. were isolated from 7 brains of

ts with neurological signs. Four isolates were Streptococcus

two of the isolates were obtained from a farm in Bangkok and
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two from a farm in Arngthong. The other 3 isolates were other Strep-

tococcus spp. One of them (Group D) was from a farm in Chachoengsao,
while each of the remaining two (Group C) were from two farms in

Nakhon Pathom.

Pharyngeal swabs from 48 closed contact swine and 11 animal
caretakers revealed that 34 out of 37 pigs from two herds in Arngthong

had group R Streptococcus suis, while swabs taken from all four animal

caretakers were negative. Group R streptococcus suis was isolated

from 1 in 7 pigs from a farm in Bangkok and the single animal careta-

ker suffered from mild upper respiratory tract infection. Another 3

isolates were Streptococcus suis type III. 1In addition, all 4 Pha-

ryngeal swabs from the farm in Chachoengsao were Group D streptococci
the same group as that found in the brain of the sick animal but the

pharyngeal swabs of the 6 caretakers were negative.

This study confirms that Streptccoccus suis type II or group R

is a cause of meningitis in swine. Positive culture of the same
strain in both humans and swine might be transmitted from swine to
humans and supports the findings of similar studies such as in the

Netherlands, Denmark and England.
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Considerable excess of cerebro- to histiocytic
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Serotypes of prakanong parmok Visetchaicharn Bangprakong Kumpangsan Tupluang
Streptococcus £ dCIT 7'M CoCC o M suspecious c . Jge M o e R | c cc M
piglets
Streptococcus suis
type 11 2 10 D ) 9 - N i S 2 & =
Streptococcus suis
type III - F - = - - = - - - = - - -
Streptococcus suis
type VI - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - = - -
Streptococcus suis NT - - - 1 - = - % - 3 IR L e -
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