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Abstract

A symptom of chronic copper toxicosis was observed in a flock of 11 sheep. These sheep were
fed by a complete pelleted ration of cattle for a long time. There were six animals developed the clinical
sign such as depress, weakness, icterus, collapse and death. The result of postmortem showed the icterus
of all tissues. The chemical analysis of copper was carried out by using atomic absorption
spectrophotometer, a value of copper in feed was as high as 43.4 ppm. However, the excess levels of
copper in serum, liver and kidney were 186 ug/dl, 1303.6 ppm and 704.6 ppm, respectively (normal
range serum 70-130 ug/dl , liver 100-140 ppm, kidney <80 ppm). The marked increase of copper in

the specimens could attest the copper toxicosis.

Key words : copper poisoning, sheep, complete pelleted ration of cattle
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