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Anatomical investigation of carpal glands in mixed breed cats
Phinidda Cha-oumphol*

'F aculty of Veterinary Medicine, Mahanakorn University Of Technology, Bangkok 10-530
Tel: 02-9883655, -246, -247 E-mail: pcha-oumphol@hotmail.com.

Abstract

In mammal, carpal gland derived from skin. It was found in cats, swine and lemur. In swine,
their functions act as territorial claiming, mating, communications and other function similar to animal
scent in lemur. However the function and structures of carpal gland in cats are still unknown. The aims of
the present study were to examine the macroscopic and microscopic structures of carpal gland in cats.

24 carpal glands were removed from 12 male and 12 female cats. Subsequently, they were
prepared for macroscopic and microscopic observations. Macroscopic examination revealed that the gland
consisted of red-brown fat lobes underneath the carpal region. Microscopic examination showed that
each lobe consisted of many tactile hair follicles and non classified gland, different from those found in

swine.

Key words: mixed breed cats, carpal gland



